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Varroa mite detection at the Port of Brisbane – QBA Member update 22/03/2024 

Current Situation 
Enhanced surveillance activities conducted in the past week at the Port of Brisbane have identified a 
single nest of Asian honey bees. The QBA can report the entire nest was retrieved and euthanised on 
site prior to being sent for diagnostic testing.  

The diagnostic testing has confirmed the presence of Varroa jacobsoni on the Asian honey bee nest 
(Apis cerana). Viral testing has confirmed no new exotic viruses are present. Testing confirmed there 
is no presence of deformed wing virus DWV.  

The QBA continues to work in partnership with Biosecurity Queensland and the Australian 
Government to conduct extensive enhanced surveillance activities at the Port of Brisbane and within 
the surrounding areas for Asian honey bees and Varroa jacobsoni.  

The Movement control order remains in place to minimise any potential risk of spread of varroa mite.  

All beekeepers who (a) have hives in or (b) have had hives in the surrounding suburbs to the Port of 
Brisbane within the last 90 days must follow all movement restrictions. Restrictions apply to the 
movement of bees, bee hives, bee products (including unprocessed honey) and used bee keeping 
equipment.  

QBA ILO’s and beekeeper volunteers are supporting the surveillance efforts in the Port of Brisbane 
and surrounding areas.  

Movement restrictions in place 
As a precautionary measure to minimise the risk of varroa mite spread, a movement control order 
(MCO) is in place.  

The MCO applies to all beekeepers who (a) have hives in or (b) have had hives in, these localities 
within the last 90 days:  

Ascot, Balmoral, Banyo, Belmont, Birkdale, Boondall, Brisbane Airport, Bulimba, Cannon Hill, Carina, 
Carindale, Chandler, Clayfield, Eagle Farm, Geebung, Gumdale, Hamilton, Hemmant, Hendra, Kalinga, 
Lota, Lytton, Manly, Manly West, Moreton Bay, Morningside, Murarrie, Northgate, Nudgee, Nudgee 
Beach, Nundah, Pinkenba, Port of Brisbane, Ransome, Shorncliffe, Thorneside, Tingalpa, Virginia, 
Wakerley, Wavell Heights, Wynnum, Wynnum West (map attached on page 3). 
 
Beekeepers in these areas must:  

• not move any varroa mite carrier (hives, bees and all associated beekeeping equipment) into, 
out of, or within these localities. 

• report any sightings of Asian honey bees, feral nests/swarms or hives showing symptoms of 
exotic pests to Biosecurity Queensland.  

http://www.qbabees.org.au/
https://qbabees-my.sharepoint.com/personal/statesecretary_qbabees_org_au/Documents/Documents/1.%20QBA%20current/2024%20Jan%201%20to%20Dec%2031/2024%20Varroa%20Jacobsoni/Movement%20Control%20Orders/varroa-mite-carriers-movement-control-order%20-%2026022024.pdf
https://www.publications.qld.gov.au/ckan-publications-attachments-prod/resources/2d6a9295-9eb5-42c4-96d0-ec2b00234d44/varroa-mite-carriers-movement-control-order.pdf?ETag=04000561d9c469729b0ad4bc73f6f988
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• apply for a Biosecurity Instrument Permit to move any varroa mite carrier that has been within 
the localities covered to which the MCO relates in the last 90 days.  

• notify Biosecurity Queensland without delay about: 

1. the presence of varroa mite 
2. if you suspect the presence of varroa mite 
3. any hive movements into or out of the localities in the previous 90 days 
4. any bees bought or sold in the last 90 days.  

• Immediately report unexpected hive deaths, deformed bees, bees with parasites, poor brood 
patterns and dead brood to Biosecurity Queensland.  

• If you find a swarm of bees, do not collect, touch or move the swarm and report it 
immediately to Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23.  

 

Biosecurity Queensland encourages beekeepers to continue accessing their hives. 
 

All beekeepers are urged to:  

 regularly check your hives for varroa mite and other pests and diseases. Use the alcohol wash 
method and repeat testing every 16 weeks.  

 Report the results of your varroa mite surveillance to the Bee 123 portal or call Biosecurity 
Queensland on 13 25 23 to report your results by phone.  

 Call Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 if you have any questions.  

For information about the pest and what to look out for visit www.daf.qld.gov.au/varroa  
 
Apis mellifera & Apis cerana comparison. 
 

 

https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/biosecurity/policy-legislation-regulation/biosecurity-instrument-permit
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/e7fb92e833744be7b2b32d25981779bf?portalUrl=https://qportal.information.qld.gov.au/arcgis
http://www.daf.qld.gov.au/varroa
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Figure 1 - Movement Control Order Map (26/02/2024) 
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About Varroa mite 
Varroa mite (Varroa destructor, V. jacobsoni) is a tiny parasite that affects Asian and European 
honeybees. It is considered the greatest threat to Australia's honey and honeybee-pollinated plant 
industries. Both species are classified as prohibited matter under Queensland’s Biosecurity Act 2014 

 
What can beekeepers do 

• The QBA stresses early detection is key to containment and tracking of this pest. 

• Continue to monitor hives for varroa mite using the alcohol wash method (at a minimum of 
16-weekly intervals) 

• Report sightings of Asian honey bees, feral nests/swarms or hives showing symptoms of 
exotic pests to Biosecurity Queensland.  

• DO NOT collect, touch or move any swarming bees within the Movement Control Order 
Area. Report all swarms and nests within the MCO to Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23. 

• Immediately report unexpected hive deaths, deformed bees, bees with parasites, poor brood 
patterns and dead brood to Biosecurity Queensland.  

• Check your biosecurity entity registration contact details are up to date and you’ve listed all 
apiary sites.  

• Keep accurate and up to date records of hive inspections, hive movements and any bees 
bought or sold.  

• Report varroa mite to Biosecurity Queensland online or by calling 13 25 23.   

• Stay up to date with the latest varroa mite situation by heading to managing varroa mite and 
subscribing to our e-alerts.  

 

QBA Resources 
• Visit the QBA’s Port of Brisbane Incursion Portal to access additional resources for beekeepers.  

• Read the FAQ’s: The detection of varroa mite at the Port of Brisbane which can be found on 
the QBA Port of Brisbane Incursion Portal.  

• Register to attend one of the QBA Varroa mite workshops to learn more about Varroa. 

• Visit our YouTube Channel and rewatch past episodes of the QBA’s Toolbox talk series.  

• Visit our Varroa Mite Portal for information on the National Transition to Management of 
Varroa destructor 

• Join and support the QBA. We are your industry body actively engaged in protecting and 
preserving beekeeping in Queensland.  

https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/entity-registration/update
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/contact/report-a-biosecurity-pest-or-disease
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/animal/industries/bees/varroa-mite/manage
http://www.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=548597&s=246828&a=10433&k=l66fxFfvj8iNi7C_42OY3hH2Mh3B5wuXZr8O8aje9sc
http://www.vision6.com.au/em/forms/subscribe.php?db=548597&s=246828&a=10433&k=l66fxFfvj8iNi7C_42OY3hH2Mh3B5wuXZr8O8aje9sc
https://members.qbabees.org.au/Port-of-Brisbane-Incursion
https://members.qbabees.org.au/resources/Documents/Frequently%20asked%20questions%20-%20new%20detection%20and%20MCO%20v1.0%20hard%20copy.pdf
https://members.qbabees.org.au/events
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLL1NSz2I7Lr8TNBvWLuEZ2ykc8HJKCcSo&si=19zaI6Q4ZQ_75HKZ
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLL1NSz2I7Lr8TNBvWLuEZ2ykc8HJKCcSo&si=19zaI6Q4ZQ_75HKZ
https://members.qbabees.org.au/join-us
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