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AUSTRALIAN HONEYBEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL INC
ABN 63 939 614 424

The Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC)
is the peak industry body for the Australian beekeeping industry
working for all within our industry including
honey producers, honey packers, pollinators, queen bee breeders, equipment manufacturers/suppliers
The following list recognises contributions received for the last 12 months.
A number of generous contributors wish to remain anonymous. We encourage beekeepers to support those
packers, queen bee breeders, equipment manufacturers/suppliers who contribute to AHBIC.
Thank you to all our contributors & supporters. AHBIC appreciates your generous & ongoing support.

Friends of AHBIC – Voluntary Contributions
PLATINUM PLUS (0)
PLATINUM (2)
Beechworth Honey Enterprises P/L
Hive & Wellness Australia P/L
GOLD PLUS (9)
Almond Board of Australia
Australian Honey Products P/L
Baker Beekeeping P/L
Beekeeping Australia P/L
Bega Cheese Limited
Goldfield Honey Australia P/L
Lauberts, Ugis
New South Wales Apiarists
Association
Sterling Kershaw & Co
GOLD (12)
Australian Queen Bee Line P/L
Amateur Beekeepers Assoc. NSW
Browns Bees Australia P/L
Cotton, Allan & Michelle
Bricknell, Jack
Jensen, Bryce & Leanne
McDonald Honey
Mid Western Fresh Honey
Riverina Beekeeping Supplies P/L
Weerona Apiaries
Woolfe, BD & CA
Zadow, IM & MJ
SILVER (24)
Australian Manuka Honey
Association Ltd
Australian Quality Honey (Blue
Hills Honey)
Australian Women in Beekeeping
Club Inc
Barnes Apiaries
Bees Neez Apiaries
Boyd Apiaries P/L
Clarkes Bees & Honey P/L
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Cooper, Casey
Eastburn, Murray & Sandy
Ecrotek
Gells’ Honey Maryborough
Honey Australia P/L
Hooper Honey (Ben Hooper)
Le Feuvre, Danny
Manukalife Pty Ltd
McDonald, Eileen & Bob
Michie, Robert & Raelene
Nuplas P/L
Pavy, Rod
Porter, ML & DJ
R. Stephens Apiaries
Ruge Honey
Warral Apiaries P/L
West Coast Honey P/L
BRONZE (13)
Archibald Honey P/L
Arkadieff, Murray
Australian Honeybee P/L
Cunial Beekeeping P/L
Fuller, Steve
G&A Apiaries
Hampson, Terry (Daybreak Apiaries)
Holscher, Luke
Ipswich & West Moreton
Beekeepers
Lutze, Brett & Lynda
Masters, Neil & Sharon
Targett, Stephen
The House of Honey
COPPER (18)
AB’s Honey
Ballarat Regional Beekeepers
Bee all Natural
Bayside Beekeepers Assoc.
Carpenter, Ian
Clarke, Michael
Cooper, Barry
Costa, Daniel
De Jong, Wim
Griffin, Vic

Gustare Honey Australia P/L
Hoskinson, HL & HM
Mew, Peter
Moran, Jessica
Nobbs, Courtney
Northside Beekeepers Assoc.
Weatherhead, Trevor & Marion
Wheat, Nathan
OTHER (4)
Copier, Aaron
Drake, Liam
Kassebaum Christopher
Rasmussen, Ivan
NON-PUBLISHED Value (20)
Australian Virtual Hobby
Beekeepers Conference 2021
Barton, Keith
Bec’s BeeHive Beekeeping
Supplies
Brenton, Daryl
Davis, Brenton
Evans, Trevor & Faye
Faithfull, Mark
Geelong Beekeepers
Gilbert, Martin & Lorraine
Honey Australia P/L
Hampton, Tom
Hivekeepers
Kennett Apiaries (SA) P/L
Moggill Honey
Mumford, Dave & Wendy
Naicol P/L
Sorensen, Glen & Trevor
Southern Truck Centre
Tabulam Real Honey
The Tasmanian Honey Company

Did you expect your name to
be listed here?
Please check your emails for
a message from AHBIC
inviting you to renew your
contribution (AHBIC emails
often end up in spam) or feel
free to email Helen Goodall.

Anonymous (24)
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NEWS FROM THE CHAIR, Trevor Weatherhead AM
1.
As you read this newsletter it will be Helen’s last day as our
CEO. Helen’s resignation has come as a surprise to the Executive but
a previous employer has made Helen an offer she could not refuse. So
Helen has decided to move on to her next challenge. Helen has been
with us for nearly two (2) years now and has made a valuable
contribution to our industry. Your executive has now put in place plans to
keep AHBIC operating in “business as usual” mode until we are able to
recruit a replacement.
Personally I would like to thank Helen for all she has done during her time as CEO. It has been a
pleasure to work with her and I, on behalf of our industry, wish her the best for the future.
2. As a result Helen’s resignation, your Executive have been meeting to look at a replacement. A first step
has been to employ a consultant to review how we are performing against our Strategic Plan, look at
the Position Description and give us some recommendations for going forward. That will be available
in mid-February.
In the meantime the Executive have appointed Danny le Feuvre, one of our Executive, to be the acting
CEO. Contact details remain the same.
3. It is not often that I put birthday greetings in my report but I could not let this one go by. Norm Rice
turned 100 on 1 January 2022. Unfortunately the home where Norm lives was in lockdown due to
Covid-19 infections at the home, he could not get to celebrate this milestone in an appropriate fashion.
Many may not know Norm but our industry is indebted to Norm for his work within our industry. Just a
few of his achievements were that he commercialised the use of Instrumental Insemination for queen
bee breeding. He pioneered the sending of package bees overseas. He was the Queensland Producer
representative and Deputy Chair of the Australian Honey Board when it started in 1963. Norm was
responsible for appointing the selling agents in the UK. There were also many things that Norm
achieved for the Queensland Beekeepers Association during his time as President.
Happy birthday Norm and may there be many more.
4. I have been reporting on the cases of imported beeswax that AHBIC has had analysed and have been
found to be adulterated and/or contain residues of chemicals not used in Australia. AHBIC has been on
to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) for many months now wanting to
have something done to stop these imports or at the worst have the beeswax analysed.
AHBIC has heard back from the ACCC and whilst they have not agreed to our requests they have
followed up a company selling imported beeswax in Australia. Their answer was the company has
corrected the potentially misleading claims and will be “Removing all references to ‘pure natural
beeswax material’ on the product listings; Removing the Australian flag imagery from these listings;
and including details of the manufacturing country (China) on these listings.”
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I can only plead with beekeepers in Australia that if you are buying imported beeswax get some
analysed to make sure it is pure. Our analysis has shown the imported products we have had analysed
not to be pure beeswax. You do not want to be responsible for contaminating our Australian beeswax
with paraffin and chemical residues. The best way is to support Australian beekeepers and keep our
Australian beeswax clean is to buy Australian beeswax.
5. Between me writing the article on the “Consultation on Organics” and you receiving the article it would
seem that DAWE have now extended the closing date till 8 February 2022. So this gives you added
time to get the survey done.
6. Mottle not Myrtle. In the article I sent out on cucumber green mottle mosaic virus (CGMMV) it seems I
put myrtle and it should be mottle. Hope this did not confuse anyone or lead to any problems if you
were googling. Since the information went out, AHBIC has received further information. The final
project factsheet for this project has been published and is printed at the end of this newsletter. The
title is Pollinating honey bees: are they plant disease vectors?
7. Planning for the 4th Australian Bee Congress is well underway. There is the website
https://australianbeecongress.com.au/ where you can register your interest and be kept up to date
with any developments. I hope you have put this in your diary and I will see you there.

NOTE FROM CEO, Helen Goodall

Opportunities do not present themselves every day and when they do, you
should not let them pass you by. So, in saying that, this is my last day as the
CEO of AHBIC.
My commencement in the role was perfectly aligned with the introduction of
COVID and lockdowns, which has meant there has been very limited
opportunity to connect face to face with industry. There have been many
zoom meetings and telephone calls. I am very thankful to the people who
have connected and worked with me over the last 22 months for the good of
the industry. The work cannot be done alone, and it is crucial for success to
have the support. I would like to make a special mention to Trevor
Weatherhead, who has been extremely supportive and very willing to share
his wealth of knowledge of the industry.
There has been a lot of work happening behind the scenes at AHBIC and in the first six months of 2022, you will
start to see some of the results of this work.
I wish Danny all the best as the acting CEO of AHBIC and I hope you support him in undertaking this role so
that industry benefits.
I would like to leave you with this saying to ponder:
If you are bold enough to point out problems, you must be brave enough to try to solve them."
--Robert Alan Silverstein
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The Congress sub-committee is working hard to deliver a fantastic congress for industry, with registrations
opening soon.
A big thank you to Therese Kershaw for all her work in promoting and selling the Sponsorship and Exhibition
packages. There has been an overwhelming interest and packages are selling fast. For more information,
please visit the Congress website at https://australianbeecongress.com.au/
Principal Congress Sponsor – SOLD

Bee Creative Sponsor – Available

Diamond Sponsor - Available

Bee Bites Sponsor – Available

Platinum Sponsor – Under Offer

What’s Happening Sponsor – Available

Gold Sponsor – Under Offer

Bee Healthy Mind Sponsor – Available

Honey Show Sponsor – SOLD

Hand Sanitiser Sponsor – SOLD

Welcome Reception Sponsor – SOLD

International Guest Speaker Sponsor –
3 Available

Trade Show Evening Sponsor – SOLD

Coffee Cart Sponsor – 2 SOLD, 1 Under Offer

Congress Dinner Sponsor – Under Offer

Photo Snaps Sponsor – Available

Historical Display Sponsor – SOLD

Keynote Guest Speaker Sponsor –
2 Under Offer, 1 Available

Beekeepers Breakfast Sponsor – Under Offer

Bee Hive Display Sponsor – 2 SOLD,
1 Under Offer, 11 Available

Silver Sponsor – 1 SOLD, 1 Under Offer,
1 Available

Honey Show Category Sponsor – 2 SOLD,
7 Under Offer, 11 Available
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HEAR FROM ONE OF OUR MEMBERS
Bee Industry Council of Western Australia (BICWA)
G'day,
I wish everyone all the best for this year, might it be a good one!
A hot WA summer season keeps us beekeepers on the move and finding good honey flows over the state. The
Jarrah flower is slowly finishing off in the Southwest, with red gum buds starting to pop; they look promising
for the next 6 weeks.
The industry has been busy too and busting to tell everyone that BICWA now allows membership from
individuals, commercial organisations and associates. Membership for beekeepers is free. There are more than
4,200 registered beekeepers in WA, and we welcome them all to sign up and become part of a growing
Industry! Equally excited are we with welcoming Alliance Partners and Friend members, as they show us their
appreciation to industry. Get more info on our webpage: www.bicwa.com.au/membership-1
In January, we met with the DBCA project team leaders of the Forest Management Plan 2024 – 33 (FMP). We
were able to raise questions in regards to the lately announced Ecological Thinning program, which will build a
critical component of the next FMP, and to understand the terminology of the overall process. We are at the
beginning of these conversations, and further communication and involvement will follow.
Last but not least, we like to take this opportunity to thank Helen Goodall for her services to the industry – we
appreciate Helen for her dedication, motivation and forward push. From WA to Helen, we wish you all the best
and lots of satisfaction on your future pathway.
A warm welcome to Danny LeFeuvre, and thank you for taking over this important role. We look forward to
working with you in the future.
Until next time, stay safe and cool, and don’t forget to subscribe to our webpage and like us on Facebook.
Regards,
Brendon Fewster, Chair

PUBLICATIONS AND RESOURCES
•

AgriFutures Australia provides access to a wide range of publications designed to help inform decisions
made by Australian rural industries, and to contribute to policy debate on rural issues of national and
international significance. Please click here for recent publications for the honey bee and pollination
industry.

•

Plan Bee is a national genetic improvement program using innovative breeding technologies to
transform the performance of honey bees in Australia. Please take 5 minutes to complete the survey
http://agrifutures.com.au/partnerships/rural-rd-for-profit-program/plan-bee/

•

Farmers, researchers and businesses can now see levy funded research from all the Research and
Development Corporations in one location. Please visit growAG.com

•

Air Pollution and pollination https://www.beeculture.com/

EXTENSIONAUS
January 2022
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•

Ensure you make the most of these informative extensionaus -professional beekeepers resources.

EVENTS
•

Apimondia - The 47th Apimondia International Apicultural Congress call for abstract submissions is now
open. Please click on the following link
47th APIMONDIA | International Apicultural Congress (apimondia2021.com)

•

CANCELLED - EVOKEAG was being held 15 March 2022, Sydney.

SCHOLARSHIPS/PROGRAMS
•

The Winston Churchill Trust will fund around 100 people from diverse walks of life so they can explore
international best practice and innovation in a field of their choosing. Applications open February 1
2022, for travel overseas in 2023.
A series of virtual information sessions based around specific themes is being held to inspire project
ideas and guide people through the application process. Each session will feature existing Churchill
Fellows sharing their experiences, and live Q&As.
Applications can be made online from 1 February 2022, closing 28 April 2022. Registration for the
virtual sessions is essential. To book and for more information visit churchillfellowships.com.au

GOVERNMENT MARKET ACCESS ADVICE
•

Market Access Advice (MAA) 2021-25: China: Dairy, Seafood, Honey and Other Edible Non-prescribed
Goods: Advice to food processing and storage facilities on accessing China issued registration number
has now been published.
The MAA is accessible online here: 2021 Market access advice notices - DAWEPlease direct any queries
to exportlisting@agriculture.gov.au

•

Market Access Advice 2021-24: Saudi Arabia: Honey: Update on listing requirement for honey
processors wishing to export honey and honey products to Saudi Arabia:
https://www.awe.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/export/controlled-goods/non-prescribed-goods/marketaccess-advice-notices/2021-24

AHBIC social media pages
If you have any of the below social media platforms please follow AHBIC and share with your friends.
Instagram: @australianhoneybees
LinkedIn: Australian Honey Bee Industry Council
Facebook: Australian Honey Bee Industry Council
Twitter: @AustBee

January 2022
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B-QUAL
Make sure you sign up to B-QUAL – an important quality assurance system! Click here for more information.
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AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL INC.
ABN 63 939 614 424
PO Box 42, Jamison Centre, Macquarie ACT 2614
ahbic@honeybee.org.au
Ph: 0402 467 780
www.honeybee.org.au
Friends of AHBIC Voluntary Contribution
Please, help us help you and our industry!
Please complete this form and return by email to finance@honeybee.org.au or PO Box 42 Jamison Centre,
Macquarie ACT 2614
Friend Category
Platinum Plus
Platinum
Gold Plus
Gold

Investment
$60,000 & above
$20,000 - $59,999
$5,000 - $19,999
$2,000 - $4,999

Friend Category
Silver
Bronze
Copper
Other

Investment
$1,000 - $1,999
$500 - $999
$100 - $499
$0 - $99

Contribution Details
Name: …………………………………………………................................................................................……..............................
Address: …………………………….........…......................................................................................………..............................
…………………………………………………………………………State……..……..………Postcode…………….…....…...................
Email: (Please PRINT clearly).......................................................................................................................................
Phone: ................................................................................................ Date: ..........................................................
Payment Method
Amount: $.................
1.

EFT Deposit (preferred payment method)
Account Name: Australian Honey Bee Industry Council Inc
Bank:
Bendigo Bank
BSB:
633 000
Account No:
150 976 405
Reference:
Please include your NAME as the reference

2.

CHEQUE:

Please post cheque with this form to PO Box 42 Jamison Centre Macquarie ACT 2614

3.

CREDIT CARD:

Online at https://honeybee.org.au/friends-of-ahbic-voluntary-contribution/

Please circle YES/NO to the following:

1. The AHBIC newsletter lists contributors

2.

i. Publish your name

YES / NO

ii. Publish the contribution amount

YES / NO

I would like to receive a copy of the monthly newsletter

YES / NO

Your contribution is gratefully appreciated, thank you
January 2022
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Biosecurity
Department of Industry, Tourism and Trade

Pollinating honey bees:
are they plant disease vectors?
A summary of the potential risks
to the Australian cucurbit industry.
VM18008 Understanding and managing
the role of honey bees in CGMMV
epidemiology.

Key contact
Contacts are provided to assist you to connect with key staff that work in the
Biosecurity and Animal Welfare team.
Dr Mary Finlay-Doney
Project leader
T: 08 8999 2260
E: mary.finlay-doney@nt.gov.au

Join the Biosecurity Facebook Group @biosecNT

industry.nt.gov.au

Managed pollination
In Australia, 65% of horticultural and agricultural production
is pollinator dependent. Managed pollination services are
predominantly provided by Apis mellifera (Hymenoptera: Apidae),
the European honey bee. The provision of pollination services can
improve both the quality and the quantity of production. What is
less well understood is how managed pollinators can negatively
impact production by spreading plant pathogens.

Pollinators as vectors
of plant disease
There are relatively limited examples of demonstrated spread
of plant pathogens by floral visitors e.g. thrips spreading Prunus
necrotic ringspot virus (PNRSV, Bromovidae) in stone fruit and
chrysomelid beetles spreading bacterial wilt (Erwinia tracheiphila)
to cucurbits.
Bees spreading plant pathogens is even less reported.
Buzz pollinators, like bumble bees, can introduce plant pathogens
when they damage flowers and surrounding plant tissue with their
buzzing. Buzz pollinators are used in solanaceous crops.
There are few examples of demonstrated plant pathogen spread
by European honey bees (Apis mellifera). All of the examples below
involve plant pathogen entry via flowers:
* Cucumber green mottle mosaic virus (CGMMV, Tobamovirus) in
melons and watermelons

Honey bees and plant
pathogens of biosecurity
concern to Australian
cucurbit production
There are 13 plant pathogens of cucurbits listed as high or medium
risk to the Australian vegetable and melon industry (Industry
Biosecurity Plans, 2020; Table 1). They are predominantly viruses
and fungi but include one bacteria and one nematode. None of
these pathogens have been demonstrated to be transmitted by
honey bees.
It is difficult to generalise about potential spread of plant
pathogens by pollinating honey bees. In Table 1 we have assessed
the likelihood of these plant pathogens being spread by honey
bees. We have used the following criteria:
•

is the pathogen expressed in the pollen;

* Prunus necrotic ringspot virus (PNRSV, Bromoviridae) in cherries

•

are there other known insect vectors;

* Blueberry shock ilarvirus (BlShV, Ilarvirus) in highbush blueberry

•

are there other pathogens in that group that are spread by
insects?

Where honey bees have been demonstrated to spread plant
pathogens the bees are likely to act as mechanical, rather than
propagative/circulative, vectors. This means that honey bees
physically carry the plant pathogen to new plants during floral
visits. This may either be in pollen or by plant pathogens adhering
to their bodies. Some fungi that are expressed in flowers have been
demonstrated to be carried by honey bees. The fungi in Table 1
below all affect plant roots and are soil borne.
There are very limited examples of plant pathogens replicating
inside honey bee bodies.
When bees are capable of spreading a plant pathogen they do not
generally represent the most important source or carrier of the
pathogen, although the long distance movement of bee hives can
present a particular risk of introducing plant pathogens into new
environments.

Based on these criteria we have assigned a rating of HIGH to:
•

the tobamoviruses: because two other tobamoviruses
(CGMMV and Tomato brown rugose fruit virus (ToBRFV))
have been shown to be transmitted by bees

•

Cucurbit bacterial wilt (Erwinia tracheiphila): because a
closely related bacteria, Erwinia amylovora is very likely to
be transmitted by honey bees.

Table 1. High and medium priority pests of cucurbits identified in the Australian Melon and Vegetable Industry Biosecuity
Plans (IBP 2020)

Cucurbit plant pathogens
Plant pathogen
group

Nematode

Virus
Orthotospovirus
(Tospoviridae)

Virus
Tobamovirus
(Virgaviridae)
Virus
Gammacarmovirus
(Tombusviridae)
Bacteria

Name
Root knot nematode
(Meloidogyne enterolobii
(Syn. Meloidogyne mayaguensis))

Risk of honey bee transmission
IBPa

Overall
riskb

Found in
pollenc

Known insect
vectors

Likelihood of
honey bee
transmission

V

High

No

No. Moved in
soil and plant
material

Negligible

High

Unknown

Thrips
(Thysanoptera)

Low

Groundnut bud necrosis virus (GNNV)

V&M

Watermelon bud necrosis virus
(WBNV)

V&M

Melon yellow spot virus (MYSV),
Watermelon silver mottle virus
(WMSMOV) and serogroup IV,
Melon severe mosaic virus

M

Kyuri green mottle mosaic virus
(KGMMV), Zucchini green mottle
mosaic virus (ZGMMV), Watermelon
green mottle mosaic virus (WGMMV),
Cucumber fruit mottle mosaic virus

M

Medium

Yes

No

High

Melon necrotic spot virus (MNSV)

M

Medium

Unknown

Unlikely.
Moved in
soil and by
oomycetes.

Medium

Cucurbit bacterial wilt
(Erwinia tracheiphila)

M

Medium

Yes

Beetles
(Coleoptera)

High

Unknown

No. Moved in
soil and plant
material

Fusarium root and stem rot of melons
(Fusarium oxysporum f.sp. melonis
(exotic races), Fusarium oxysporum
f.sp. niveum (exotic races), Fusarium
oxysporum f.sp. radiciscucumerinum,
Fusarium oxysporum f.sp lagenariae)

High

Monosporascus root rot
(Monosporascus cannonballus)
Fungi

Melon root rot
(Acremonium cucurbitacearum)
Melon black rot
(Phomopsis cucurbitae)
(syn. Diaporthe melonis)

M

Medium

Texas root rot
(Phymatotrichopsis omnivora)
Sudden collapse of melons
(Rhizopycnis vagum)
a

V = vegetable, M = melon

b

Overall risk as estimated in the IBP

c

This information was not available for each individual species so is provided for the plant pathogen group as whole

Negligible

What else influences pathogen transmission?
It is difficult to generalise about potential spread of plant pathogens by pollinating honey bees because there is little specific published
information. In the absence of specific details there are some additional factors to consider:
•

Pathogen transmission is likely to be time dependent. That is, the time that has lapsed since the honey bees visited a plant
affected with a pathogen and the survivability of the pathogen inside a bee hive will affect honey bees’ ability to transmit it. The
window for transmission will be specific to each pathogen and ranges from several hours to several weeks in currently available
published studies.

•

Floral traits can influence the transmission of vectored plant pathogens. This includes the likelihood of pathogen establishment
and the likelihood of pathogen transmission

•

Pollen transmission of viruses is complex. Transmission may be horizontal but not vertical, that is, pollen from one plant may
infect another plant, without the virus being carried to their resultant offspring. Additionally, viruses may be detectable on pollen
surfaces but not be naturally transmitted to plants

For further reading
Industry biosecurity plans
https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/about-us/documents/
References used to prepare this document are available at
https://www.horticulture.com.au/growers/help-your-businessgrow/research-reports-publications-fact-sheets-and-more/
vm18008/

Project leader
Mary Finlay-Doney
Authors
Mary Finlay-Doney and Darsh Rathnayake
darshana.rathnayake@nt.gov.au

This project has been funded by Hort Innovation using the melon research and development levy and funds from the Australian
Government. For more information on the fund and strategic levy investment visit horticulture.com.au

For more information, go to industry.nt.gov.au
Department of Industry, Tourism and Trade
T: 08 8999 2006

Pollinating honey bees: are they plant disease vectors?
A summary of the potential risks to the Australian cucurbit industry
VM18008 Understanding and managing the role of honey bees in
CGMMV epidemiology
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